


CECI ET CELA

The #ashington dorry-darts are weking up esein, as Los anceles reverses Horace
Greeley's edvice. e shall try to enlist the help of some of them in mimeoing
this issue when Holen Finn, art Joquel, Hasse, Slete, and maybe another dashing-
tonian et together up here tomorrow nite. Then it's ho to mail the stuff to
Al Ashley, at the last minutc, as ever. ell, Yut docsn't it make Sustaining
Frosran practically & news sheet, tho?

SeforwictoryPennsylvaniabutch it‘enotmyideaSOmebodysuggestedittotheJarDcpartmont.

COM/ENTARY, ALFHA AND BETa IN THE TWENTIETHE MAILING Fp 1, 2, 3., 4
Gee, it's shorter than last time's, not even counting lagt tirce's
overflow into Ramblings' pagee

A DISCUSSION WHICH LEADS INTQ FANTASY ART P B
Speer “uys & comic magazine and starts sprouting ideas

QUOTEJORTHY QUOTES
Jords of wisdom, made in Armerica

Pp 6, 7

WREJECTED! " --SPACEJAYS

Lpology is hereby mede for all nisinterpretations of people; and
if enyone thinks some of it may be in bad taste, my only excuee is

that I was trying to catch the spirit of the original Spoon River
Anthology

Pp 8, 9

ITEMS FROM MY SCRAPBOOKS

Or, something that fills up scmething like helf a page in every issue
of Sustaining Progran

P9

THEY DID ROT EE 10
But here they do
CALL IT JHAT YOU JIRH Bl
dnatifs dept

DEAR, DEAR PALMER--

You ere under no oblisstion to read this, »ut if you do, plosse read

14 at ordinary speed; you get lees than nothing by scanning it, and
do the writer an injustice

Fp 11, 12

My name and addrese are on the dack
cover, if anybody cean read them



COMMENTARY, ALFHA AND BETA IN THE T#ENTIETH MAILING

With so many of the guys, even Milty, gone into the military, and no reason to hope
for sufficient new actives to fill their places, the Fifth Anniversary may be our
largest Mailing for & long time. Therefore, let us revel in it.

I can't tell right
off what is wrong with Milty's mathematics, that e minug one equal infinity,
but I remember what wae wrong with the famous/¥F&€Tone equals two, which is part
of American folklore: they divided by zero somewhere {one minus X, where x equaled
one, I believe), which is mathematically and logically impossible. Milty's den
sounds nearly ideal for any fan: but I prefer to lie on the bed for my reading and
thinking, rather than an overstuffed chair. No, Milton, the Michel-#ollheim spesch
you refer to was in 1937. I much enjoyed the two songs you reprinted, tho the
first one cannot be sung to the tune you neme for it. Whet are the curious hand-
drawn things behind thie page of typing? Strechey's paragraf oan literature was
very good. See, Milton, I don't care who says something that I agree with. #hy
type directly onto the hekto carbon, Milt? Use arn ordinary or thin sheet of white
paper on teopkso you can watch you typing more eagily. Ip his comments on Naziem,
Milton seoms not to remember the remark in Phanny that called forth my remark; the
writer there had already praised Russia's industrial progress, I believe, so it was
not nocessary for me to repeat that. The po¥nt is that all the countries which topk
themselves in hand after the forld far--Communist Russia, Nazi Germany, and demo-
cratic Denmark--made astonishing progress, while certain other countries, such as
Great Britain and France, contimued to muddle and never got out of the mess of the
Depression, I got two copies of Milty's Mag: did somebody get short-changed?

Tucker;

ies, the interlineations referred to marriage, some of them, and gsome to the con-
sequent thereof. And we cortainly heard that Wilson was married, but aron't so sure
now. Futuriang: eclucidate, pleage?... The Rochegter-Americen Patriot is apparently
the publication that larry told us about on #arnmer chain #1. I'm not surprised that
it was unsuccessful: it falls between the two gtools of & fangine ani a drippy-drip
patriotic pud appealing to the lower clasgses of intelligence. There's some excel-
lent mimecing in it, for & fanzine, but at best, doesn't lock like & newsstand buy.
4nd all the things said in the patriotic vein may be true, Wt peopls feel a little
bit insulted to have suck well-known things told to them. I do heartily recommend
as a quoteworthy quote the reader's guekexs which includes the statement that "The
only ethical principle which hae made scionce poasible is that truth shall be told
all the time". On the back cover, I note Lovecraft's first name given aa Herbert;
I thot it was Howard. The item mbout larry's Precociousness is very interesting.
Ordinarily, high intelligence Bt an early age continues very high all the way, but
Fersaci has never struck ms as deing of better than average fan intelligence. No
offense intended, Larry; I've had few contactp with you oy your writings; but what
I've seen haven't impressed me at sll with the force that fidner, Rothman, darner,
Chauvenet, and a few others have.,.. Greet Herman noddod twice on the first page
of the current Reader and Coll8gtor: "Leslie Crutch" and "tatemount! {we suppose the
latter is baby-talk for "cotamount™ --boy, that gag needs & Crutch!) Of Books and
Things is best this time, with second~place honors to Another Man's Opinion. The
latter is considerebly more sensible that ite predecessor, but (as does Koenig him-
self) still conceives of the ephere of fan interest as being toc emall, when he limits
it to interest in literary excellence. Re Ack's corrections--what's wrong with
"Imprisonment"?... A1l of the Nycon bklet, as Vulcan has noted, shows too0 much the
viewpoint of the writers, but it seems to me that the sections by "Loundes” et &l
are farther from what should be & standard, timeless,sgbnal, and definitive account.
Correction: the 24 Convention did not take place in 1941 ag stated on p i, first
short line. T guestion the statement of the (presumably announced) purposes of the
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Newark Convention. The etatcment that the Futurian Society of NY was excluded from
the fAorld Convention is less than true, since meny membere of that Society were in
tho assembly. I would be interested in knowing what finally happoned to the com-
mittees appointed at the Futurian Conference. The account of the Conventioen was
tireseme to read, almost the same things having appeared in New Fandom. dhy was
this booklet necessary, when en igsuoe of New Fandom was supposed to have contained
a complete account of the Convention?

Tor once, we shall not fill up half & pagoe
with discussions on Horizonum., We just wants know what ie Harry's middle name {see
Febster's On Dit), and say that we're sorry to hear Horace is deserting the hekto,
but with Miltv's lag back in the parple, we can endurc iv.... In Jinx, we thot
Ethice of Amateur Pullishing &lvha., The iule about using no one elao' fanzine
name ig honored more in the breach than in the observance--for exampie, the pirating
of the name Fantasia, whicli belonged to George Hahn by better right than if he had
published a hurdred iesues cof the megazine he so publicly planned by that name--but
on the olher hand there have been heoartening examples of willingness to fellow this
rule. Censcred, yoa receli, was first named The Rocket, but changel when Hurter
discovered ihai Y:Phoil haa haed & sheet by that name --and McF¥hail had long before
changed his sheet to Phan%asy Press bacause the Manchester Intcruvlanetary Soziety's
official ovgan was celled The Rocket! That part of #ollheim's article which issues
marnings againgt. Groyeman, nowsyer, soems starcely justified. Making an individuel
responsible/?gixél réigro.sh8§wéfgups he velongs to, and hlis aesdciates, ig frequent-
ly useful in the wariarv betwcen the Government and revoluiilocnary grouns, but I
question the necessivy of introducing it into fandom, Jinx cover beta, 1If Schumenn
is still arouwna--I havern't heard from him lately--I suggest he s%udy some philosophy,
particvularly e¢pistemclogy, and elementary psychcelogy. He seems interested in theso
subjects, but iacks & complete survey of the field.

We shall pass over the FAPA Fan
in the silence it so richly deserves.... There is something in Doc's compiaint
against the liweral mind, which always flinds erguments in favor of the side it should
opposc, cut I belleve the objections lose much of their force if the liberal is
prepaved, whenever & decision is called for, to make a provisional one on the basis
of things as they seem at the moment., Much harm comes from making up one's mind too
goon, and refusing tu consider new evidence; the liberal is least guilty of thig,
Tell me, Doc, how else is one to decide where to stand, save by considering a2s much
evidence as possible as carefully as pessible? There is no instinet thattells us
what is right and what ig wrong, and Golo Mann, in the Bation, has well said, "gim-.
plicity is the death of truth". And furthermore, Doc, realize that sometimes the
liveral argues, and will admi¢ it, for the seke of the intellectual exercise. XNo
harm comes from that, unless some of the audience is so far behind the speaker as
to be seriouely influenced by some of the considerations he brings in on the side
that he believes in the wrong. The celebrated question of how many angels can dance
on & pin, in case you don't know, waa debated for fun by the Medievals, not seriously
worried about. Lovwndes is mistaken is saying that he and his have never been de-
fended by yours truly, In correspondence with the Triumvirs, in the last pages of '
Up to Now, and in other places, I have opposed extremec reaction to Micheliesm end
Futurianism in general. The idea may be good, dbut I don't like the particular sug-
gestions Doc makes for working our non-stfnal discussions into fantastic form; I'd
sooner take mine strate than with the coatings he suggests. But I think frequently
stf can furnish food for thot, and concrete examples of difficult abstract ques-
tions. Methuselah's Children gave the best statement I've‘evér seen to the problem
of Why should we live; end there could be intelligent discuesion on the question
of continence in & world like Beyond Thig Horizon, where presumadly children are

.é}
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not born a2s & result of copulation, and venereal disease is extinct. The most en-
Jjoyable thing in thisg installment of Agenbite is the Masic Review..

The five married
couples' shot (I understend the org is dissolved now) was not bad. The busy fan's
form letter we liked best, and Whatness of the Why was good. The Chair held sus-
pense. Cartoon nice. I got & kick out of their reference to EEEvans as @ high-
ranking Eastern fan.--dell, he does live hundreds of miles sast of the middle of
the country!... Scientifan. In view of Fortier's remarks under the heading "Cream
or Crust?" may I suggest that it is he who is out of step? He admits, for example,
that the majority of the members like Chauvenet's stuff. Isn't 1t possible that
2J4 hos never gotten adjusted to the likes and dislikes by which things in the
FAPA are judged, and is trying to apply to them a ruler taken from the subscription
fanzines, which bear down heavy on appearance, t0 impress the masses of gemi-fanat,..
Ackermen's epic: I em continually astounded et the names that young Forrest thot
up; they don't resemble any Bnglish or other words usually, Xou By remenber
something in Fantasy Magazine ebout how e-t names are thot up--they turn worde back-
wards, or 1ift something out of the middle of a longer word--but no such devices goem
to have been used here.... I liked the Stefe Terminero-best in this Guteto. Tell
us, Morojo; is Guteto circulated elsewhere than among fans? If not, I'm glad to
see you breaking down more and more and entering the discussions. 1 notice Fojek
spelling "yes" "jes" in Esperantodditys. In answer %o the last Bristoletter in
Amazing, BAP said UJes, Juhre did that coverli, Was that a misprint, or is Falmer
an Esperantist?... The drawing in Deugherty's Fendomenia is good, but we require
further proof before acknowledging that Valentine ie Bn accomplished fantesy artist.
The double-spacing in this issue suggests puffing tactics due to & dearth of materi-
al. Why not have fewer pages? I liked the Slans and FPoll Cat cartoons best.... Not
realizing it was FAPA, I neglected comment on the Directory of Fandom legt igsue.

A very good job. What rule did you use for deciding who to include and who not to
include, Walter? I mean—-defining a fan is so difficult in some casee.

If you got &
Ramblings put together with black threed, you mey haveg vondered, Trouble was, I ren
out of the Ylittle pinch fasteners at the wrong time, end had a deal of trouble find-

ing another source of supply for them, since the fivel and tens don't get any more,
I have & gooad stock of them on hand now, tho....

Yo cormente Just here on the last
SusPro,

The cover of the lest Sardonyx illustrates ny
iﬁgument in Ramblings. The artiet indicates that to |
¥ essential characterist®of lan is angularity, of |
doman, curves (poesidly there is some symboliem of |
procreativeness here--like the Amerind eymbol of a
circle encloging & dot), and of God, & bearded old
gink up eneng the stars, DBut othere may see the es-
sential nature of these differently; Rocklynne's Crh
mite think Woman's most distinctive characteristic to
be lesser average helght; usw. Cheers for LRC's po-
licy against using pseudonyms without saying so. El-
mer often hits the nail on the head, and he does in
remarking that comments like Ymaeintaing its customa-
ry high standard" are not what is desired on the per
sonal fanzines like thls. Re pronunciation, Buasell)

errs on two counts: The criterion of correctness ia
the usage of the most best speakers; and Esperanto's
uniformity is ypartly due to its fonetic epolling, I

-
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had o sort of int erpretation for the Davson.;poem, ut upon re-reading, forgot it,
Connor's poenm piqued me to seek a clear staterent of why such pcetry sovnds arm-
teurish, and 1 found it not. "Frustration' is mucho buono. The Cutlancor sheuld
brush up oa his physics. Gravity does not travel at all, being an ¢xistent field
——nicht wahr, Rotme:nt Ch, heck; there are a lot more things I wanied to taik about
ir Sardonyx, ®ut 1 am determined not 70 run this department to four pages this time,
»+s ThC anniversary Amatour wes very good. I especially liked the historical pages.
follheim's "Founding of the FAPA" is of course mere detailed and accurate than the
sonowhal: ghorser chapter af ihe same name in Up to Now.,.. Since administrations
chiange on July 135, it seems that the ballot counting committee should make every
effort to report the results of elections before that time.... No comment here on
Fanzino Digest.... Ephemeron OK in the main, but oh, me; feuds again.... En Garde's
comments on Guteto are partially intelligitle. "eprfsk" should be spelled "splfrak",
It's very impolite to epit in public like that. And while "atenke" is pronounced
"shtenke", it's not neceassary to spell it that way. Mach of the arsicle on FooFoo
and ghughu states what has boen understood all along by the participants in the
struggle, but the translation of the ancient mamgeript st have been all wrong,
for Poo 1s not one to be invoked, but is the nume of the FooFoolistdt greatest

secret weapon: "The Poo is mightier than the yobber!" Next to the Mailing review,
Ashley's poem is best thing in the issue.... @lad to see Triple-E in full swing

now, with a full-size FAPAzine. Re hisg angel offer, may I suggest that for the

new fan, criticism of his work ie of secondary value to experience 1in writing; self-
eritieiso will largely waffice.... #elcore Wlt, also. I'm not an active enuf
reader of books to go for suck an organization as you suggest, but I would like

to read Qdd Johxn, and olgo Last & First Men, (Bad plenty of chance to while Milton
lived here, but was too busy. 8Still an, for that matter, but I'n beginning to learn
to read faster, after having to do two books o weel in a course this summer. )...

And Ed Connor in with another firgtt flell, this is ewell. Yo commonts on the
coutonts, wince they sre along so much the same lines as =y "Consgolidation of Science
Fiction" in the last SP,... Inspiration~Phanny. So Lynn has encountered the Florida
mosquito, c¢h? wmell do I remember how, on our biennial trips thither in days of

yore, I mite be blinded for hours with mosquito-begotten "sore eyes". Lest two
times I was down, they'd drained the fens, or something, and there wes little troubls
with the Teceklas. (Teekle is supposed to be the name of the nosquito-ships in Buddy
Deering, but I think it's wrong. ) Deeby: "greatest good of the greatest number®

1s a very popular ethieal standard, but according to oy logic text, it assures that
you can handle mathematically things which aren't susceptibvle to mathematical hand-
ling. EHow much should the "good" of a minority be sacrificed if it adds so much to
the "good" of the mauiority? There sro those who want to exterminato the German
aacion. Qf course; such a -thing would baé;39§§gkably bad in -immediate and jotal
resvlis, butb just suppose it weré goddfifNC¥i Mbsulta? I'd stili be agin it....

The cover of Yhos is swoll; but thet quotetion does not come from Chaucer as indi-
cated--1t's from an earlier Kiddle English lyric of anonymous origin. Concerning
awearing when mad:!: I don'g always wart to gwear in a way that!ll meke me laugh.
Sometimeé it's lots more pleasent to reclly vent your spleen verbally. I do not
agree that social progress must wait on evolutionary progress; that's defeatigm.
Bravo for the backdblasts at Ebnig's stickling on "Funtasy"; but thou'rt vrong that
strict construction would exclude discussions of- stf; the term "fantasy" includes
the meaning “sclentifiction". The parting paragraf of this issue is a besut.

Fell, by golly, I said I wasa't sonna toke up four pages with this dept, & I didn't,

& sentence Ior sementic analysis: "I swear by all that's sacred that what I tell
you is the truth.t



A DISCUSSION WHICH LEADS INTO FANTASY ART

e were happy to get Buck Rogers book #4, eince it contained the Sunday pages for
some time, beginning about the time that I left home and lost regular contact with
the comic,

The cover, however, is stinkeroc, It was drawn, apparently, by soreone
who appropriately signs himself "S.A.D.", and shows Buck or somebody in an attitude
fitting the remark dowvn in one corner that "Buck is & one-man army of greased
lightning®. hich is all like the flowers that dloom in the spring, tra-la, since
the contents concern Buddy Deering and his gel., (Not the present one, named Nelda,
but the Martian princess, Alura.)

Some of the pages ere drawn by the sickly rat who
does theri all now, dbut others are quite good, and may be by Calkins himself. BSome
of the figures of Buddy, Alura, the Star King, ¢l Capitan, and others are excellent
and the composition at time shows real imagination.

Before we continue talking about
that, we would like to register annoyance et the looseness with which the episodes
are strung together. The reader is not even surprised to see a populated nmoen,
guided by & block of unique material, heading straight for the sun and out of the
story when Huer gets & never-explained urgent call back to Earth. Many of the in-
cidents deserve treatment as literature.

To return., One of the pictures that par-
ticularly impressed me showed the hero and heroine standing ankle-deep in gnow
while two men in Spanish-American clothes, mounted on horses, pointed guns at them.
There was n¢ super-scientific gadget shown in the picture, there were no Saturns
in the sky in the background; but the picture elone, without the text or the accom-
panying story, would necessarily imply a fentastic background.

It ssems to me that
this 15 & bet that has been too much overlooked by fan and other stf artists in
attracting favorable intereste--to present mundence objects, but so organized that
a fantastic explanation is netessary.

As an experiment, we attermpted on the last §P
cover to depict TPO in Egzypt. The only fantastic element in the scene was the tinme
cube, which could have been eliminated. But you had & person dressed in everyday
American clothes looking &t unruined architecture of ancient Ezypt; there mite be
other explanations, but the cobvious one was that the men had somehow traveled back
in time.

Our cover cartoon this time, entitled "Space Warp" is another attempt along
the same line, tho of course it would not suggest fantasy to the uninitiate., If
you don't get the ideae of these, blame it on my handcraft, not on the ingpiration,

i,..0ne far-off divine event Toward which the whole creation moves,.t

Like to know how Edward Elmer got that PhD? "The Effect of Bleaching with Oxides
of Nitrogen upon the Baking Quality and Cormercial Value of #heat Flour'"., The old
doughnut-dipper's Master's thesis, also at GulJ, was "A Proliminary Study of the
Oysters of Long Island Sound"., The doctoral waas obtained in 1819; MS in 1916.

iThe Lizht that never was on land or sea,'

Sh! There are fascists in the #ar Department! I fourd a paper which mentioned lower
wages for uniilled labor. In other words, the best woiker is a dead woliker!



QUOTBEORTHY QUOTES

*1 would not always reasom.... L would meke
Reason my guide, but she should sometimes sit
Patiently by the way-eide, while [ traced
The mazes of the pleasant wilderness
Around me. She should be my counselor,
But not my tyrant.®
--Bryunt, The Conjunction of Jupiter and Venus

m_ .. I don'% doubt it, dut I will tell you wnat I have found spoil more good talxs
than anything else;--long arguments on special points between people who differ on
the fundzmental principles wpon which these points depend. Ho men can have eatis-
factory relations with each other until they have agreed on certain ultimata of be-
1ief not to be disturbed in ordinary conversation, and unless they have sense
cnough to trace the secondary questions depending upon these ultimate beliefs to
their source."” --The Autocrat of the Breaikfast Table

nIt does not follow, of course, that I may not recognize another man's thoughts

as broader and deeper than my own; but that does not necessarily change my opinion,
othervise this would be at the mercy of every superior mind that held a different
one." 3 --ditto

Wl really believe some people save their bright thoughts as being too procious for
conversation...: '...dhat would be the state of the highways of life, if we did
not drive our thousht-sprinklers through then with the velves open, sometimest #
1Resides, there is another thing about this talking, which you forget. It shapes
our thoughts for us.... I rough out.nmy thoughts in talk @s an artist models in
clay. Spoken language is soO plastie,--you can pat and coax, and spread and shave....
Out of it come the shapes which you turaz into marble or bronze in your immortal
books, if you happen to write such., 0Or, to use another illustration, writing or
printing is like shooting with a rifle; you may hit your reader's nmind, or miss it;
--but talking is like playing at & mark with the pipe of an engine; if it is within
reack, and you have time enough, you can't help hitting it.'" --and ditto

") a materialistic naturelist he conceives the sum of existence to be comprised in
a flux of substance, and ourselves to be ag it were teuporary little eddies in this
flux wherein matter has becoms, for the moment, conscious of its aspiration to re-
alize in its existence ideal values. These gpiritusl or immaterial values have no
existence anywhere, and no home save in matter which has becore, through naturel
evolution, self-conscious, so that their very appearance on the horizon depends upon
those precarious combinations of substence which fora sextient and dreuning crea-
tures, and so that even their zppearznce rust cease with our owa extinction. UNever-
theless, such is the cheracter of ovur substance that only in the attexmpt to realize
gpiritual values do we find the aia end crown of our existence. gnd this attempt can
be made only through rationai activity " --Shafer, introducing Santayana

Santayana hinmself: "The world was no more made to serve us by illustrating our
philosophy than we were mede to serve the world by licking its bdoots."... "dithout
speculation, without wonder raising afresh the most baffling ultirmte questions,
+he fervid confabulations of youth would not be complete. FPhilosophy is a romantic
field into which chivelrous young souls mmst canter out bravely, to challenge the
sinigter shadows of failure and death., The sudblimity of the issue establighes &
sort of sporting fellowship even among opposite rinds.®... "To be complimented wasn
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to be told what other people valued, not what you reslly wore."... "He could find
no peace unless he justified his natural eyupathies theoretically...'

"i.. I defy any paintor to move and clevate me without my own consent and assis-
tance. ' ~-~-Hawthorne

"The foregoing conversation had been carried out in a mood in which all imaginative
people,.. iove to indulge. In this frame of nind, they sometimes say their pro-
foundest truthe side by side with the idlest jest, and utter one or the other,

apparently without distinguishing which is the most valuable, or assigning any
consideratle valuc to cither.” ~=ibid

"Jc rust remsin detached, alone, fluid, or we are lost.," ~-JJChapmen

YPor there was more of him than what I saw.
And there waeg on me more than the old awe
That 1ls the common genius of the dead.

I nmight es well have heard him: 'Never mind;
If some of us were not so far behind,

The rest of us were not so far shead.'™ --Edw A Robinson
P.,.. =--and though genius, ex hypothesi, escepes the operation of evolutionary
law,..." ~-iim Crary Brownell

*4 learned man ceme %0 me once.

He e2id, 'I know the way,--~come.'!

And I was overjoyed at this.

Together we hastened.

Soon, too soon, were we

dhere 13y cyes were uscless,

And I knew not the ways of ny feet.

I clung to the hand of ny friend;

But at lasgt he cried, 'I am lost.'" --Stephen Crane

"A man suid to the universe:

'Sir, I exisgt!!

'However,' replied the universe,

'The fact has not created in me

A scnse of obligation,!'M ~--Crans. Compare Santayana.

Y... ruch ink has been shed over the question." --Cohen & Nagel

gonfidentiality is more inherent than confidentialness

—ESTr l'vE &oT 70 GET BACK TO ’im}‘*.ﬂﬁvowl BUT 4 covPoms
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" REJECTED!"--SFACE dAYS

g

dc hed intcnded to present this time a reject from Carpbell, but he crossed us up

by publishinz it 2 month later--that Probability Zero thing, you know,

SCIENCE FICTION'S SPOON RIVER

Frederick Shroyer

I had one thoucht to console me

As I slipped into endless oblivion:

At last I was going to prove that the jerks
#ho believe in an after-life

Are absolutely all wet,

John B Michel

I was one who loved beauty

And therefore wrote about uzliness.

I hated the filth and zrime of the city

And loved it for its heing decayed.

An idealist who loathed all ideals he encountered,
Science and learning I followed

And despised, and flesh was ny joy.

I hated war but would have joined the army

Had I not died

Of osteomyelitis.

Nat Schachner

The experts like Jdells, but say he has never regained
The strength of his early scientific romances.

The experts might like Heinlein, but they feecl

That he cannot be any zood who appeared

In the same mogezine as Nat Schachner.

There is one thing I am proud of, though--

I didn't write Captain Future.

Louig RKuslan

I died without fandom's kirkwa',

But almost within the pale.

The fandom I loved and left wes good;

S0 was tne life in colleze and after

dhich cut me from all bus cesual contact

With fandom, my first nilé f.xution.

Muny ways not taren were doudtless worthwhile.
-~-One life cannot corpass all thinzs that are good,

Vincent Scullin

Gosh-wow-boyoboy!

Lilith's latest gets four plums and a helf,

And Legion of the Damned was nosta of the besta.
here does reader Hickock get off with saying

t
TR

pe
.
%
;
3



Israfel's illustrations are ewell?
They're lousy.
Huh? Oh, yes, there's science-fiction in Hell, and I'm happy.

Donald A #@ollheim

The people cannot be driven,

But men of ability should ilead the people.

I was a man of ebility,

Therefore were they wicked who hermed me about
And thwarted my efforts for what was good.

Milty

I sacrified everything to improve myself

That I might work for man's advencement.

Altho 1 knew thet progress was an illueion,

And the etrivings of individuals and the claghings of nations
Are of no more significance in the ultimate analysis

Than & tiny cloud on the distant horizonm.

(Aside from the derivation confessed in my title, it is admitted that moet of the
last half of Milty's epitaph comes from Leonardo da Vinci, and the idea of 2] loved
beauty, s0 wrote ebout ugliness? iv borrowed from Robert illen, dhat reraing of
the poetry is mine.} /Thie note eccompanied original MS.

gggfl;gbox!ontchncomeouxtonigeanddancebxgheliteofthemogg. Ho! Wore-buffaloesiil!!

ITEMS FROM MY SCRAPBOOKS

D'gone it, I've gotta buckle down sometime soon and €et all the looge things pasted
in. Aith oy book in its present partislly uncerganized form, I don't know which
things I've already mentioned, and haven't time to re-read all previous numbers of
this department.

Tou probably all saw the special anncuncements of Alley Ocp's im-
pending arrival in the present in your newspapers. I have a couple here, 2 big one
headed "Alley Oop goes modern' which shows him agtride & streamliner labeled "Alley
Oop 1939", craghing thru one of his pages, The other purports to be a scene from
& strip, which I don't remember, with a big “Blam!" in the middle and the professor
end Jorn ducking back on one slde, Alley heaving timbers around on the other, By
the way, did you know Buck Rogers was announced befors it appeared? Eow many with
collections of the first strips have = clipping of that announcement which showed
him in orthodox aviator's helmet, saying he'd be with you starting when--no intima-
tion of the fantastic character of 1it?

This ien't stfnal, but is of personal interest

--pazo from a GWU activity dook (sort of book of season tickets, which I use for
note-Jotting) with "Butterscotch Bundae & Ginger Ale" written on it. It was an
order loft on the tabdble while dencing-- I had to pey & minimum anyway, and not being
alcoholic, ®Wo couldn't drink it up,

4 clipping from This Curicus World givos the
numcer of stars in this Gelaxy, saye thore's about fiftesn for each- person on
Earth. I want the systen with Norlamin in.it.
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THEY DID NOT BE

Hore's & quotc from alexander Fope that 1 noted down momewherc. lLater it oecurred
to me that it wes of no particular velue e ort for art's sake, and I didn't agree
a#ith the idea, eo I couldn't put it in Quoteworthy Quotes. I kept kecping it around
in hopes I mite find = use for 1t in an orticle scmewhors, “ut have st lagt glven
up hope, so offer it here: "Aind when Jove stive us lifo, he gevo us woa."

Thie 18 2
joke thut we headsd For Forteons Only (others won't sot the Joko), Ybut never got
the nerve to patlish, It follows: One hi schotl eirl to another, &8s thoy examine
their first fraternity pine: "I think we're property."”

Go-id ber svo vel... GQekks y@ur fyrir,... Fyrirgefid mér.... Jeg elpka 8ig....

THE ABDUCTION OF DUQUESNE-- e regret to report that there will de no pix of the
Roskone from our camera, cither for FFF, which has requested some, or in SugPro or
clsewhere. e @ere sc unvise as to have a new 36-ghot cartridge in the argus at
thet time, and it took forever to shoot it up vefore doveloping. So finally, some-
time in July, we just ehout finished it up on & trip te shhh to see the sister and
ner licuteonant. There wes maybe an cxposure or two left in it--you naver now
exactly with these minican rolls.

dell, I toock the cemere downtown that day, meaning
to finish it up and turn it in for developinz, ind I could have sworn I locked the
aacr of the Spirit of FooFoo, but maybe I didn't, or maybe the encounter with the
Pennsylvania flivver which ruffled the Spirit's right eyebrow to the tunc of twenty-
five dollers sprung the door & little. sayway, whilc tho Spirit wos ou the parking
105 during the day, some vlnck bastard swipew tne ceamereé, I notified the police
end ren went ads, but never heard from it sgain.

fic while I wos turning intc oy
twenty-second year in Denver carly in ausust, I was permitted to choose a cumere
to take the place of DuQuesne II. (You reuerider DuQuesne I was left behind on &
bus when I stopped off in Fhilly one tire.) I dccided to get encther juet like
the erinently satisfactory other two. I huven't yet sotten & carrying casc for
%, tho.

il Anyway, meot DuQuesne 1II. TYou'll o seeing some of his work shortly in
Sustainin: Progran

ol Arci: dradees drudcd Jes er drakkid Q8 ert drukiid vic i vese drukiid

Canl: IT JHAT YOU JIS3

Je diszovered @ rare plece in & secoad- hand mg shoy recently. It was a JotTuary
1942 astounding, which differed in ounly one detall Teola the one in my file, Ap-
var:niiy it was from an editioca which was stopped whiic in prolass of pablicatlion
to nave the sype reset, The place where it differs is the aoniansts ptae. -ns.oad
of the blurb that you provably saw there for W3gartins Point’, theoc .s the rermark:
"Our monthiy space opera, for those who 1i%e that sort of thing., Persomally, I
think it swmells, ~JaC"

ihich is an eppropriate leader into what comes up wvhei yau
turn this pcge.
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DELAR, DEAR PaLUER--

For some reason, I kept writing you for several months after that post-WSKFC letter
revealing nmy identity with John 4 Bristol. However, I didn't deal with Fantastic
Adventures in those letters, so my comments on that will start with the Jwly nunm-
ver,

Burroughs' detective story of the future wos quite in line with your announced
policy for Fentastic Adventures, but it stank. The pozes of explanation at the end
were most painful. Moreover, the solution was pretty obvious 21l the woy thru, and
at the same time the story could have applied t¢ it S S Ven Dyne's remark that a
detective story cannot involve superscience, because it is essential that the reader
be in possession of all the knowledge necessary to ferret out the solution if he
is keen enuf.. I didn't read Intrigue in Lemuria, but it should be remarked that
Fummer isn't to be blemed for it. He wrote it with Kirk the same native of the
ancient world that he was in the first Kirk story, and had no intimation that it
would be re-written with Kirk a New Yorker or something.. She Walked Alone was
pretty good mood, but was deflated toward the end when you found little basis for
#ll the horror of it.

On the September issue, the technique of the cover is marvelous,
in merked contrést to the preceding 100% etinky one.... The cartoon, showing the
Earth flat, supported by elephants on a turtle, and the caption beneath, rim: ocut-
standing even among your usually excellent cartoons.... Horror out of Carthaze held
no surprises nor enything else of value.... Golden Girl of Kolendar was rather
food, 1f you read it as you would read a Burroughs novel.... The Amezing Adventure
of filberforce deems was the gem of the issue. Quite absurd scientifically, of
course, but deliteful wish-fulfillment escapism.... The Man #ho Saw Too Late is
an exarple of the pseudo-scientific sleight-of-hand that is pulled so rmch in the
cheaper stf pulps. The hero mutters & scientific explunation somewhere, which of
course rmst include the word "somehow"; but I would bavé :liked the story vetter if
they'd used a leprechsun or & feiry sodmother %0 make him see late. The seeing-late
idea is interesting, but why outraze the youngsterss impressionable conceptions of
science by giving the idee a plausible seientific support?

The only story I could
ring myself to read in the next issue wus Pioneer--1957; and that smelled perticularly
bad when someone supposed to be well grounded in science asked innocently (for the
tenefit of the reader) what escape velocity meant.... I hadda laff at Palmer's
specious remark "... popular appezl, which, after all, is the only woy to rate &
sriter."... The "fell, what DID you expect to find down here?" cartoon was a
gerean,

In the Time Merchant, Kummer takes an old idez, pulle some props out of stock,
and puts 1t all together in the most usual menner. What can you expoct from thet
#ey of doins things? The only new idea in the whole story was (to me) reking an
cxplosive from playing cords.... Captives of the Void was rather effective, tho
highly improdeble, both in its cheracterization, and in the ermzing convenience with
vhich overylhing happens just right for the story--deis cx rmechina.... A few more
steries like Hell in Eden, and the scientists themselves will be believing that
cosnic rays eamee.rutatione in individuals, even tho ¢n artiele in the previous issue
made it plain that the rutation is effected thriu the .gern plasn,

The last FanAds I
ot was the one with Nowlan on the cover., His story wes apparently an effort to get
back to the days of Burroushs' Marticn bYooks. It succeeded fairly well, tho I found
it herd to really intercst nyself in the politicel set-up of Howlan's Mars, on which
the sudsequent action wes to depend.... Let Jer Gods Clash wes & fuirly good state-
ment of an ided dewr to the heurts of many people, but it didn't rise above common-
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ness.

My remarks on Amazing must begin with the December 1939 issue. -Let's get it
over with. Fugutives from Earth is commendable for its tregic-ending; and for the
lack of war-hatred, I wonder if Amezing is still immune.... Hok Goes to Atlantis
1g pretty good, tho Wellman is unforgivegbly proud of his ideas, and ghows 1it. ..
Adam
link in Business rde pretty good reanding. One may wonder why Adam Link never saw
fit to criticize the bases of the business world he got inte, but one knows the
answer to that. Concerning his love affeir, more anon.... Nothing else in this
i{gsue that I thot worth reading entire.

1 only glanced thru Adam Link's Vengeance.
This is about the time they were beginning to beceme puirid, but it still ranks
ot one of the early stories, beccuse Link was still comaitting suicide agoin at
the end. The cover, incidentally, stinks.... That clippirg heading ‘'Rockets ovar
Burope looks like something else in the line of David Reed's hoax exposed by JaB;
the MAUP Dispatch" looks extremely phoney. The story itself is pretty good; there
{g actually some thinking done in the last page or so, in the discussion of pro-
longing the war.,.. Truth ls a Flegue. Oh, Gawd, I said, another Truth Gag story,
and didn't read it.... The Thirteen Mr Tumps was not at all surprising, but rahther
amusing.... #illy Ley's article was very good. I read it after I'd already puz-
2led out the idea in holf en hour's cogitation on the trein over & remark in jkeldo
that satellites are actually in free fall.... 4 v = ° N ~

Here is the Novembher 1940 number, which
was given awoy at the Chicon, but I believe 1 bot anlcopy too, Thy, I don't know....
The first peges of Jest Point 3000 AD were fair, but I didn!t go on with it....
Treasure Trove in Time is one of the most outrageous examples of the Y somehow" typée
of scientific explamation, which doesn't explain at all, -ut only states the pheno-
mener: in pscudowscientific terms. Even the most gullidle reader must have felt
faintly troudled at the end, when the Editor suggested the villain ghould have
pointed the conzera at & window where stock quotations were posted every day. The
reason is thot there was no reason to expect the cemera to gelect the window, to
show its future, rather than what wes inside it. Even granting the avsurdity of
a photographic plate which would photograph the future, there is the philosophicel
difficulty that it could not pick out & purticulur object to ghow the future of,
because objects do not exist in the real world as discrets entities. There is no
ahsolute division between this typewriter and the teble it sits on, any more than
there is & divislon tetween the table top ond its legs, or the top centimeter-thick
layer of the teble and the next. The humen mind compartmentslizes the universe for
convenience (and in different lengueges they may compartmentelize it differently),
yut the recl substance remains 2 continuous mess,... The Scientific Pioncer Returns
ig & bit of wigh-fulfillment, dbut its idez, that a simple person mey be s0 closely
attuned ta rezlity that he understands scientific principles without educztion, wae
discredited £t the same time we got over the iden of the Noble Savage.... The
Achilles Heel clever, nething more.

In isdam Link Fights & War, Binder has st last
gone altogether too fer in his efforts to meke robots secrn humen, dhen & robot's
"dull mechznical voice® turng into e croak just vefore he dies, when a rocotessd’
‘expregsionless lenses" soften, and when & cracked vattery means only a few more
minutes of life for a robot ~-then why not meke 'em flesh and bload, supermen if
you wish, but forget this ferce of celling them robotst... The science tehind the
Visidle Invieidle Man wog &nother piece of pseudo-scientific legerdemein, with con-
venience to the plot nowhere sacrificed for plausibility.

Arnzing Stories stinks.
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